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| N RE: GROUND WATER *
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Report of the public neeting held by the Ground
Wat er Management Comm ssion, State of Louisiana, on

Sept ember 17, 2001, in Baton Rouge, Loui siana.

COVM SSI ON MEMBERS | N ATTENDANCE

Karen Gautreaux, Chairman

Philip Asprodites, Conm ssioner of Conservation

Zahir "Bo" Bolourchi, Secretary, DOTD

George Cardwell, Capital Area Ground Water Conmi ssion
Wlliam"Bill" Cefalu, Police Jury Association

Ri chard Durrett, Sparta Groundwater Conservation Dist.
Dal e G vens, Secretary, DEQ

Karen Irion, DHH

Brad Spicer, Agriculture & Forestry

Bob Odom Secretary, Agriculture & Forestry
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AGENDA

Call to Order

Updat e on Request for Proposals (RFP) for
Assi stance with Devel opment of the Statew de
Conpr ehensi ve Water Managenent System -

Ant hony Dupl echin, Office of Conservation
Updat e on Energency Rul es for the Hearing
Procedure for the Designation of a Critical
Ground Water Area - Anthony Dupl echin,
Office of Conservation

Di scussion of the 60-Day Notice Requirenment
Ground Water Management Advisory Task Force
Comment s

New Busi ness:

Advi sory Task Force Comm ttees/|one Burden
Conference Center 1:30 p.m, 9/17/01 - Karen
Gaut r eaux

Publ i c Comments

Schedul e for Next Meeting - Karen Gautreaux

Adj our n
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GROUND WATER MANAGEMENT COMM SSI ON
SEPTEMBER 17, 2001
* ok ok %
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Wel come to the third meeting of the Ground Water
Management Comm ssion. |'m Karen Gautreaux, the Chair
of the Comm ssion, Governor Foster's Special Assistant
for Environmental Affairs. And what we would like to
do right now is go around and | et the Managenent
Conmmi ssi on nmenbers identify thenmselves and we'll -- so
we'll have it noted on the record.

COVM SSI ONER CARDWELL

George Cardwell. | represent the Capital Area
Ground Water Comm ssi on.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

l"'mWIliam Cefalu. |'mrepresenting the Police
Jury Associ ation.

COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Dal e G vens, Departnent of Environnental Quality.
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

Bo Bol ourchi, Louisiana Departnent of
Transportati on and Devel opnent.

COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Li nda Zaunbrecher, Loui siana Farm Bureau.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

Ri chard Durrett, Sparta Groundwater Conmi ssion.
COVM SSI ONER SPI CER

Brad Spicer, Louisiana Department of Agriculture
and Forestry.

COMM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:
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John Roussel, Louisiana Department of Wldlife
and Fi sheries.
COVM SSI ONER | RI ON:

Karen Irion, Departnent of Health and Hospitals.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Philip Asprodites, Comm ssioner of Conservation.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. First on our agenda is an update by
Tony Dupl echin of Conservation on the Request For
Proposal s for the assistance with devel opnent of
St at ewi de Compr ehensi ve Managenent System As you'l |l
recall the Management Comm ssion and Advi sory Task
Force nenbers contributed input into this RFP, and --
well, actually the Scope of Services that was part of
the RFP, and Tony is here to give us an update on
where that is in the process.

MR. DUPLECHI N

Thank you. On Septenber 7th the first
adverti sement was made for the RFP. It was advertised
again on the 11th and advertised again today. W are
havi ng a pre-proposal conference tonorrow afternoon at
2:00, | believe, in the Conservation auditorium which
is directly across from here. The Staff has been
wor ki ng through the Departnent of Natural Resources
Contracts and Grants Section in the Department -- in
the Office of the Secretary to get this RFP out and to
set up atime line for the different stages in
selection of a contractor. | believe all of you have
t he cover letter that went out with the RFP show ng

when the different stages are to occur.
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We have selected a review commttee for the bids
that we get in. The commttee consists of nyself, M.
Jim Marchand, who is a |lawer with the Loui si ana House
of Representatives staff, and representatives fromthe
Ground Water Management Comm ssion, and
representatives fromthe G ound Water Managenent
Advi sory Task Force.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

What is the date that we would expect the bids to
be received?
MR. DUPLECHI N

We anticipate or it's set out in the letter that
went out that proposals nust be received by the 8th of
Oct ober.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

So what's the time frame, as far as the proposals
come in by that date --
MR. DUPLECHI N:

By the end of that day proposals will have get
in, then the -- will have gotten in, then the review
commttee will sit down and | ook at the proposals, and
there are a series of criteria for weighting different
parts of the proposal, which is in the RFP. | believe
it's in everyone's packet.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

VWhat is the tinme franme of what we're shooting for
to have a consultant on board?

MR. DUPLECHI N
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We are shooting for the 2nd of November for
notification of the award of the contract.
COMM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

So that's three weeks to review the submttal s?
MR. DUPLECHI N

Appr oxi matel y.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Tony, can you give a little information as to
what typically goes on at the hearing that will take
pl ace tonorrow, or how that's going to work, if anyone
is interested?

MR. DUPLECHI N

People interested in bidding on this contract
will ask questions of both the Ground Water Managenent
Conmi ssion Staff as to the technical approaches and
results expected in the contract. They will also ask
guestions of the Contracts and Grants staff with the
Depart ment of Natural Resources pertaining to the
technicalities of working in effect for the state and
the requirenents that are made, such as insurance
requi rements, reporting requirenents, and so forth.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Are there any questions or coments by the
menbers of the Managenent Conm ssion?

COVM SSI ONER CARDWELL

Tony, are you advertising nationally or only

within the state?
MR. DUPLECHI N
Yes, sir. The advertisenents thenselves were

publ i shed in the seven nmajor newspapers in the state
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of Louisiana. There is a link to the RFP on the
Depart nent of Natural Resources Contracts and Grants
web page. We selected fromthe |ist of approved
vendors provided by the Division of Adm ni stration a
nunber of other particular entities to transmt
notification of the RFP to. W' ve also had calls in
fromfirms nationwi de asking that they be sent a copy
of the RFP.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Tony, we discussed early on the possibility of I

think it's Commerce and Trade Daily. Did we do that?

Do you know?
MR. DUPLECHI N

"' mnot sure. | would have to check with
Contracts and Grants.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Because that's a nationw de publication we've
menti oned. Linda, did you have --
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

No new proposals would be admtted after 2:15
tomorrow afternoon. Does that mean that you expect
anyone who woul d make a proposal to be present at this
meeting tomorrow?
MR. DUPLECHI N

Let ne read the | anguage.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Well, it's in the Pre-proposal Conference.
MR. DUPLECHI N

Ri ght .
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER
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My interpretation is that anybody who wants to do
a proposal should be there tomorrow?
MR. DUPLECHI N

No, that neans after 2:15 when the neeting itself
starts.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

| understand. But that means that you have sent
out the RFP, and people who are interested in
presenting a proposal are expected at this conference
t omorr ow?
MR. DUPLECHI N

No, ma'am At 2:15 nmeans the doors close at
2:15. |If they want to ask questions --
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

| under st and.
MR. DUPLECHI N

-- they've lost that opportunity at 2:15. They
may know enough about the process to understand what
goes on when contracting with the state.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

It's not required.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

It's not a requirenent, attendance.
MR. DUPLECHI N

No, ma' am
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

It's just an opportunity, as | understand it, for
clarification.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

| understand that. | just wanted -- it's short
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noti ce.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Any ot her comments or questions fromthe Task
Force nmenbers -- Conmm ssion nenbers, excuse ne. (No
response.) Thank you, Tony. Don't go anywhere
because you have the next one.

The next is the update on Emergency Rules for the
heari ng procedure for the designation of a critical
groundwat er ar ea.

MR. DUPLECHI N

On September 10th | hand carried insertion order
for the emergency rules over to the Ofice of the
State Register, and it will be published in the
Septenber 20th issue of the state Register. It wll
be in effect then. And | believe it's 120 days is the
life of the enmergency order. We are currently working
on permanent rules but do not know if we will have
t hose rules ready to be in place by the time this
emer gency order expires. |If that is the case, then we
will have to ask the Comm ssion to approve those
emer gency rul es again and have themresubmtted to the
Office of the State Regi ster.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Tony, if several nenbers of the Conmm ssion and
Advi sory Task Force, | say several, a few persons had
forwarded some suggestions to be incorporated into the
Rule, if we -- | guess there are two things. We'|
consi der those for incorporation into the permanent
rule, and also there's a possibility that if something

seens to not be working we can al so rei ssue emergency
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rule that has been nodified fromits current emergency
rule, but we would expect the Task Force and

Comm ssion to be involved in those nodifications.

They woul d be, correct?

MR. DUPLECHI N

Yes, mm'am
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Tony, on the 60-day waiver additional
recomnmendati on, on No. 3 you have recovery wells, a
wel | enpl oyed to renmpove contam nation from
groundwater. We would |like to add groundwat er
monitoring wells for the nmonitoring wells that are
required to be put in to determ ne where contam nation
is around a site.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

That's on our next agenda item We can take that
as a coment, but can we finish up on --
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Go ahead.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Are there any other comments on the emergency
rule portion? (No response.)

So we're going to nove into the 60-day waiver
report. And there seens to be a little confusion,
too. | just wanted to nmention before we go into the
text that this is not a waiver of having to register.
It's a waiver of the 60 days in certain situations.
So, Dale -- did you understand Dale's coments, and |
guess after that we can go into the nore genera

di scussion, if you will?
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COW SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Can | ask one question back on the prior subject
before we get to item 3?7 There have been no requests
by any other party for a hearing before the Comm ssion
yet to consider critical groundwater areas, correct?
MR. DUPLECHI N

No, sir, there have been no requests.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Thank you. Dal e?

COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Go ahead.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Do you want to ask your question? Go ahead.
COVM SSI ONER G VENS:

Do | restate what | just said?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Pl ease. | think Tony has his pen now.
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

On the 60-day waiver on the second half, Item 3,
recovery wells, I think in that same area we should
put in groundwater nmonitoring wells so that if we're
goi ng out and investigating a situation, we can nove
post hast e.

MR. DUPLECHI N

One reason that we had left npnitor wells out was

in looking at the definition of water well in Act 446,
it said a well that was drilled for the primary
pur pose of producing water. But we --

COWM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

| just don't want to get caught crosswi se, |
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don't think, because we do have to produce the water
to -- and | understand it's splitting a hair's
di fference, Tony.
MR. DUPLECHI N

Right. | don't think we have any problem with
t hat .
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Tony, would you like to go into a genera
expl anati on of what this has been designed to do, the
wai ver ?
MR. DUPLECHI N

Yes. Okay. As Ms. Gautreaux said, we wanted to
clear up the possible m sconception that the just
cause waiver that is granted in Act 446 is just a
wai ver of the 60-day time frame for notification. All
wells are -- owners of all wells are required to
notify the Office of the installation of the wells.
As we said in our |last presentation to the Conm ssion,
there are two wells in the legislation that are
specifically granted this waiver of the time frame,
whi ch are donestic wells and replacenent wells.

We asked the Comm ssion to consider these
addi tional types of wells. They came up with | anguage
t hat says, Louisiana Revised Statutes 38:3099 permts
t he wai ver of the 60-day pre-drilling notice for just
cause as determ ned by the Comm ssion. |In addition to
t he just cause as provided above, there is a
presunption of just cause for waiver of the 60-day
notification in noncritical groundwater areas fromthe

following types of wells. No. 1 is drilling rig
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supply - a tenporary well at a drilling site to supply
water for the drilling rig only. These are tenporary
wells used for a few weeks or nonths in drilling

operations. Periodically a well may have nore than
one pay zone productive sand, and the water well will
remain inactive until the oil/gas well is reworked to
produce fromthe next pay zone. The reworking usually
takes | ess than a week, then the water well is
inactive again. In addition, these wells do not
normal Iy produce out of drinking water aquifers and
are not always punping. According to DOTD s dat abase,
there were 184 rig supply wells installed in 2000, and
149 of these wells are already abandoned.

Second type of well is a de-watering well. This
is a well installed to de-water an aquifer or |ower a
water table in order to allow construction or m ning
activities. These are also tenporary wells that punp
a relatively small area and return the water punped
ei ther via underground injection or to surface waters.
There are 34 de-watering wells that have been
installed in 2000, and 16 of these wells have already
been abandoned.

The third type of well is a recovery well, a well
enpl oyed to renove contami nation from groundwat er.
These types of wells should be considered enmergency
wel | s because they renmpbve potential contam nants from
drinking water aquifers. Regardless of the punping
rate and capacity of these wells, they performthe
i nportant task, and the Conmi ssion nmay wi sh to

consi der a presunption of a 60-day pre-drilling waiver
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for these wells even in critical groundwater areas.

The fourth type of well is a relief well. This
is a well enployed as a nethod of relieving water
pressure on a structure or area by providing an
alternate escape of water fromthe ground. This type
of well is normally adjacent to a bayou, river, or
ot her surface body of water and does not enploy a
punp. The water is allowed to flow freely back onto
the surface. The water only flows during high or
fl ood stages.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Any questions or comments?
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

| have one.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Dal e?

COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

And | don't know whether Tony or Phil is the
appropriate one. On the rig supply well, | believe
it's been common practice over the years to, if a
| andowner asks, to give that well to the | andowner.
VWhile it's put in for the purpose of rig supply, |
think they are usually like 4" wells or better, and I
just wonder if there's anything that we need to | ook
at that fromthe | ong-term punmpi ng aspect of the well.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Woul d that qualify as a donmestic well at that
poi nt ?

MR. DUPLECHI N

At that point it would qualify as a donmestic well
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and we would like to be notified of that change in

use.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

But isn't a donestic well exenpt?
MR. DUPLECHI N

It's exempt fromthe 60-day time frame.

COMM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

But we'd still be -- so regardless of the 60

days, notification --
MR. DUPLECHI N:
There'd still have to be notification.

COMM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

-- is still required. So maybe we m ght want to

put something in that if it is converted to a donestic

wel | that notice be given.

COWM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

It could also -- it seened to be where it

coul d

al so be converted to a comercial well or a small

operation, you know, that that well supply would be

enough. It wouldn't have to be used for donmestic

pur poses.

COMM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

In that case it would have to be registered under

the current law. That wouldn't --
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

That's all | want to make sure that it's
accounted for.

COMM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Ri ght. You m ght want to put sonething in there

just that any conversion, any waiver does not

apply to
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any conversion, just to nake it clear.
COWM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:
Just in case sonmeone tells themthey can try and
get around the Act by doing that.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
Ri ght. Bo?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI
| have a comment on item No. 2, de-watering

wells. As Tony nmentioned, they are tenporary wells.

| would like to see that the definition be "a
temporary well installed to de-water an aquifer." In
ot her words, |'m recommendi ng that we add the word

"tenmporary" in item No. 2. Also, Tony, on de-watering
wells, are you aware of any wells actually using a de-
water well and injected back into the aquifer?
MR. DUPLECHI N

No. |'m not aware of any.
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

"' m not aware of that either. Most of these
basically -- really, the water is wasted to the
ditches. So |I'm not aware of any de-watering well
that is used for injection wells.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. Any other comments? John?
COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

To clear up some confusion in nmy mnd, as |
understand the comments so far today, every well

drilled in Louisiana will require registration from
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t his point forward.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Ri ght .
COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

These are -- we're discussing now a 60-day
notification prior to drilling those wells.
MR. DUPLECHI N

Yes, sir.

COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

A coupl e of questions about the drilling rig
supply wells and the de-watering wells. You gave us
some numbers in ternms of numbers of wells, but you
made no reference of what kind of capacity these wells
may have, either singularly or together. Do you have
any of that information?

MR. DUPLECHI N

We are currently working to get that information
fromthe oil and gas industry, but don't have it
conpiled at this tine.

COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

The second question, the numbers you quoted, and
maybe Bo woul d be best to answer this, all of them are
currently registered. So these numbers are sonme
pretty accurate numbers? These are not just
voluntarily registered nunbers or anything?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

To answer your conment or question, yes, every
well is required to be registered. This is nothing
new. That requirement goes back to 19 -- Novenmber 1,

1985. Every well has to be registered. Rig supply
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wel | s al nost al ways they're 4" plastic wells. They
are tenmporary in nature. The punpage, it varies on
the aquifer. Up in the south they probably -- you can
punp a |l ot of water out; in the north, probably I|ess.
Most of the tinme they are abandoned upon conpl etion of
t he project, but at times that well is turned over, as
Dal e mentioned, to the owner. We can produce a |i st
to tell you exactly how many is turned to the owners.

As far as the number, | was out of town | ast
week. I|I'mglad to be back. | can't confirmthe
nunbers, but if you would like for ne to confirmthe
nunbers |'d be glad to do it.

COVM SSI ONER SPI CER

| ' m Brad Spicer, Departnment of Agriculture and
Forestry. In light of the discussion we just had
here, | think we ought to put some kind of |anguage in
here to ensure that all of these wells are tracked one
way or another after their original use expires.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

So even if it's not converted, notification of
term nation of original use or conversion?
COVM SSI ONER SPI CER

Ri ght .

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

| have a question. Excuse me. | have a question
on that. M same concern is the fact that you say
t hey’ re abandoned, wells are abandoned. Does that
mean that they're totally closed in to where they
can't be reused when you say abandoned?

COWMM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI
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| can answer that question. Abandoned neans,

there's a definition, a legal definition in the Water
Wel |l Rul es and Regul ati ons, that nmeans the well can no
| onger be used, or is --
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

So there's no use to have to track that well?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

That is correct. | think the term "abandoned,"
the way it was used it really meant plugged and
abandoned.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

Bo, does that mean they're plugged?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

What ?
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

Are they plugged?
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

| f they are abandoned.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

| f they're abandoned they're plugged?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

Not necessarily, but the |law requires al
abandoned wel |l s be plugged.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

But they aren't necessarily.
COVM SSI ONER BOLOURCHI :

In the case of rig supply, the majority of them
are plugged and abandoned upon conpl etion of the task
for that well. Some of them are returned back to the

owner, and |I'm not aware if they're being used or not.
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COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Dal e, you had a comment?
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Thank you, Karen. | just for point of
i nformati on was going to ask sone of the kind of
things that Bill asked, and Richard, and it seens to
me like that | just would |i ke Conservation and Bo's
shop both to look at this practice, because | have
seen some of these wells that were right up in the
m ddl e of where the drilling activities were going on
and there was no wel |l head protection or anything
around it. And | was going to also ask if they were
required to be conpleted in the same manner that you
woul d for a drinking water well or sonething of that
nature so that you could protect the integrity of the
casi ng and everything goi ng down.

COWMM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

| think that's a good idea. | have no problem
with that, Dale. | just can tell you that rig supply
wells are required to be grouted 50'. Domestic wells
are only required 10'. However, public supply wells

and industry are required to be full depth grouted.

So it's sonmewhere between the domestic wells and | arge
capacity wells.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

So | guess I'mtrying to determ ne how we'd want
to word -- we agreed or there seemed to be consensus
about the need for notification of conversion, but do
we need to carry that out, or what kind of |anguage do

we need to -- or do we need additional |anguage to
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i ncorporate the concerns or coments that we heard
t oday?
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

The point is we're not waiving the registration
for any type of well. We're sinply not requiring
certain parties because of the business problemthey
woul d have of trying to drill a well and having to
wait 60 days when your rig is sitting there, that type
situation. But if there's anything that needs to be
clarified to make sure that no one can try to use this
t he way that Dal e has suggested or others, | think
t hat perhaps we should get some new -- try to tighten
up sone of that |anguage.

COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

| woul d suggest that the wells -- the
requi rements for drilling and grouting and everyt hing,
fall under Bo's shop, and they can just take a | ook at
that and from Phil and the O fice of Conservation
st andpoi nt of just getting the people to be aware of
t he possibility of contam nation and that it should be
conpl et ed and operated safely.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Does the Commi ssion feel confortable given the
changes that have been suggested today and given that
this work is going to go on between Philip and Bo's
shop to do as Dal e suggested, are we confortable
approvi ng these waiver's today?

COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:
|'d make a notion that we do that.

COWMM SSI ONER CARDWELL:
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|'d like to make a comment on the de-watering
wells. In the case of a |large construction, |ike
power plants, that can be substantial de-watering.
For exanpl e, when they constructed the River Bend
plant in the Felicianas, they punped at one time 40
mllion gallons per day for quite a long tine. So we
m ght want to be able to retrieve that category,
because like in the Chicot it could cause a pretty
profound effect.

COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

We m ght want to put a limt on the type of
wells, as far as the volunme that would be displaced
for any well. \What would that be?

COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

What the limt would be? That's hard to say.

It depends on the type of work. In some construction
job they use small de-watering wells, they use, |ike,
50 of them In some projects they may use just four.

In the case that George nmentioned, there was a | arge
nunber of de-watering wells. It all depends on the
| ocation and the type of construction.

| think the one that Tony is very famliar is on
the lignite mning, they' re about 150" deep, generally
speaking 4-6", and they are taken out after the m ning
operation is conplete. But as far as facilities,
various construction projects, it's difficult to say.
They basically de-water the aquifer at that zone.

We have had a few cases that the jobs were
desi gned in states north of Louisiana, kind of far

north, and they had parking in the basenent. There
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was one in Shreveport and one close to Hamond. And
t he construction people were surprised when they dug
the hole. They called me and they said, we have water
in the hole. | said, well, surprise. So they were
planning to install de-watering well and punp the
wat er forever. There is nothing in the |law that can
prevent that, except that to discharge water in the
ditch requires a joint approval from Secretary of DHH
and Secretary of DOTD. So we use that person, plus
actually we convince themthat was the wrong design
and they changed the design.

| can't -- Comm ssioner, | can't really give you
a figure of what should be the cutoff. It all depends
on the job.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

John, do you have a comment?
COWM SSI ONER ROUSSEL :

| just want to make a coment before we get down
to voting and express -- |'munconfortable voting to
approve these classes of wells as an exenption
primarily because | don't know enough about themto
approve themas a class. It seens |like the
Legislature saw fit to exenpt two classes, which were
domestic wells and replacenent wells, but then asked
the Comm ssion to | ook at the rest of them kind of on
an individual type basis. It sounds |like there's
quite a bit of variability within these classes, and |
just want to express ny reservations to just broadly
exenpt a lot of themw thout a little bit nore

i nformati on.
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| "' m not sure what the 60-day burden puts on the
vari ous people who would drill these type wells. 1'd
like to hear that. |1've not heard that yet. But |
feel unconfortable giving this broad-brush exemption
at this point in tine.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

| f you're asking for the Staff to | ook at each
one separately, or the Comm ssion to vote on each one,
the trouble is -- | tried to nake the point, | can
only speak really for the oil and gas side, and if
someone is trying to drill a well that needs to be
drilled that have been waiting for nonths to get their
rig, or the rig suddenly becones avail abl e and now
t hey have to wait another 60 days to get the permt, |
don't have all the specific facts | can give you, but
' mtold that has caused problens out there. And one
thing we don't want to do as a Comm ssion is to sit
here and put another little |ayer of state bureaucracy
over people trying to go about their jobs every day.

| understand you want to get nore confortable,
and that's why hopefully we wanted Tony to explain to
everybody the basis for it so we can | et people go
about their business. But if you want to spend nore
time trying to get together with Tony, or | don't know
t hat he could ever -- the frustrating thing about a
Conmmi ssion is trying to get everybody educated up to
t he point where they can say, this is right and maybe
we should do this. What I've tried to do is hopefully
rely on the Staff to put together by working with the

different parts of this Comm ssion and Advi sory Task
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Force who do have the expertise in those areas, and if
t hey believe these are the kind of wells that should
be addressed, and then come to the Comm ssion and ask
the Conm ssion to act on them And | think that's al
we can really do. But if you need nore tinme, they can
take nmore time. But | think Dale has made some good
coments, and | think he's correct that we -- in these
situations we should nove forward and |l et them get
back to their business.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

The first question | have, did anybody second the
noti on?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

No.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Then | second the notion before y'all discuss it.
The only thing | can see here, first of all, we don't
have any regul ations to regulate at this tinme. |
mean, that's what this Conm ssion is all about is to
regul ate the water, the excavation of the additional
wat er sources from aquifers. And these type of wells
have been used in the past for businesses, and to go
ahead and put an undue burden that's going to sl ow
t hem down from doi ng busi ness the way they've been
doing it before | think is unreasonable since we have
no laws or regulations to regulate the way they use
the wells anyway.

And these -- anything that's been generally used,
| have to take the heed fromthe people that have been

dealing with themfor years, and if y'all are
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comfortable with it, if your offices are confortable
with these wells the way they've been going, | have no
problenms with themeither, but I"'mlike -- |I'malso

li ke you, I"mnot too sure about exactly what they do.
And until we get to |ooking at the science and the
geol ogy of the aquifers and the water systems in the
state to see what the inpacts really are, | think we'd
have to revisit these wells at those times on whet her
we're going to have to regulate them But right now |
don't think we are in a position to regul ate.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Agai n, what we're | ooking at, too, is the
registration. These people still have to register.

So | understand your concern, John, to a certain
degree, but | also --
COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

Well, I'Il flip this around. \What wells are out
there that are not going to be exenpt now? And maybe
Bo can answer that. What types of wells -- and I'm
tal ki ng about the broad spectrum And | apol ogize for
my ignorance.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

No, it's a new topic for many of us.
COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Unl ess you want to regulate them on a vol une.
COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

Well, that's my concern. | heard the gentl eman
talk about a fairly |l arge capacity well that would fit
into one of these classes, and |I'm not sure the

Legi slature wanted us to just presune just cause,
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which | don't like that term presunmption of just
cause, | have a problemwth that. But | think the
Legi sl ature saw that there are sone real needs for
exenmpti ons beyond the two that they gave us cl asses,
and we need to as a Conmmi ssion | ook at granting those
type of exenptions. But these seemto be sonme pretty
broad categories with no limts on them and it seens

like it's not what the Legislature intended. Now,

don't have the way to fix it, because again, |I'm not
the nmost intelligent, but | think we can tighten these
up some kind of way to where we're doing what | think

t he Legi sl ature intended.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

John, do you feel equally unconfortable with
every category or --
COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

No. The last two, recovery wells and reli ef
wells seemto be energency type situations. They seem
to be things that require i medi ate response. Maybe
the rig supply and de-watering wells also have the
same type thing. | heard Conmm ssioner Asprodites make
reference to availability of rigs and that type stuff
and not having lead-time. And that is an emergency.
If that's true in all situations, well, then nmaybe
t hose are emergency situations, but | didn't hear that
before that comment that they didn't have that |ead-
time.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Why doesn't Tony or --
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
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Dal e?
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

| was just going to point out to John the sane
thing that Bill was doing, that this is an interim
situation, and the only thing it does is waive the 60-
day notification. It does not waive the requirenent
on how it is put in or anything that we would normally
do with respect to punping capacity or anything el se.
It's just a process to keep the thing nmoving. And we
have anple time in the devel opnent of the regul ations
to come back if we feel |like that we need to tighten
up on that. But in the meantinme you're going to find
yoursel f potentially having to meet real frequently
when there's no real need to do it, to have to | ook at
t he approval of this type of situation or something.
These wells are drilled all the time right now, and
this is just a process, as | said, to keep it noving.
It does not give away anything other than the time to
notify.
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

| have sonme additional coment. Going from
bottomto the top, No. 4, relief wells, they're not
really water wells. They are constructed |ike water
wells; all they do is relieve pressure. | n other
words, it relieves the pressure in the adjoining
stream If it's close to the M ssissippi River, when
t he water |evel conmes way up, they would all ow sone of
the water to be discharged and that discharged water
gets back to the same stream So | have no problem at

all with relief wells.
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Recovery nonitor wells, they really don't even
need to be there, but they're exenpted by the Statute.
So really that's not going to affect anything by being
here. Rig supply -- de-watering wells | have sonme
concerns because of the fact that occasionally there's
a large number of wells in fact de-watering the
aqui fer. And maybe this is the case that if we're
trying to conserve water, and then next door someone
punmpi ng 40 mllion gallon per day to de-water, nmaybe
t he Conm ssion needs to know.

Wth rig supply well, | have no problemwith
exenpting rig supply wells. They are tenmporary. They
are small, and nmost of them are plugged i medi ately

after conmpletion of rig operation. Small nunbers are

returned to the owners, but |'m not aware that ever
t hey pump any water. | like that idea, to turn it
over to the owner. |f there's a case of

contam nati on, you have a well you can inmedi ately go
to it and sanple it. So that's the reason that in our
rules we allow that for that specific purpose. M
only concern is de-watering wells.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

VWhat | would like to recomend, if the Comm ssion
is willing to do this, is take out de-watering wells
fromthe |list of 60-day registration waivers, and
include the rest, if there's --

COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Al so include the additional --

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Correct, and all of the comments that we've
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mentioned. | think Dal e added groundwater nonitoring
wells, so -- and al so we noted sone | anguage about
conversion of use. And, Conm ssioner Odom welconme to
the meeting. So is -- and Tony, what we would need to
do is ask that you get sone nore information on de-
watering wells and then we'll tighten that | anguage
up, if the Conmmi ssion still wants to include that in
terms of registration waiver, 60-day --

COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Karen, if it's appropriate I'll anmend the notion
to delete the relief wells.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Do we have a second?
COVM SSI ONER BOL OURCHI

"Il second that.
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

Del ete the de-watering wells. Excuse ne.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

De-watering wells, thank you. All right. So
Secretary G vens has made a notion, Bo has seconded
it, Bo Bolourchi has seconded that notion to approve
t he wai ver as anended during our discussion today,
and, of course, that includes the additional type of
well. The word tenporary well, we're not even going

to do, again the de-watering and taking de-watering

out .

So we have a notion and a second. Any
di scussion? (No response.) All in favor? (Aye.)
Thank you. Oh, any opposed? (No response.) | heard

all "ayes." Thank you.
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MR. DUPLECHI N

| have one other item on 60-day waiver.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Ckay, Tony. |I'm sorry.

MR. DUPLECHI N

These we had stated as having a presunption of
just cause. | was going to request that the
Conmmi ssion give the Staff the authority to nake these
deci sions for other wells on a case-by-case basis, and
we woul d report these decisions to the Conmi ssion on a
nmont hl'y basi s.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

For exanple, if someone calls in and says, | have
ten pet cows, and we're going to request a waiver,
y'all would nmake the decision, and then you woul d
report to the Conmi ssion on your activities in terns
of granting these 60-day waivers?

MR. DUPLECHI N:

Yes, m'am
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| s the Commi ssion confortable with that? Good.
Do we need a notion?

COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

No.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. All right. Today | would just |ike
to give you a little preview of the Advisory Task
Force neeting this afternoon. W're going to be
neeting at 1:30 in Burden Research Station, which, for

t hose of -- hopefully you received a map in the
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e-mail, but it's the first exit if you're comng from
the direction of the Capitol. You get on I-10 toward
New Orl eans and then take a right at the exit and it's
the first right off -- at Essen Lane, sorry, at Essen.
So hopefully, it's a pretty good -- it's a nice room
A, and it allows a group the size of the task force to
meet, and it's -- the acoustics are much better. |
think it will be a little nmore conducive to having a
good task force neeting.

What we're going to be looking at today is, there
is a proposal for the Conm ssion to | ook at, and
you' re wel come to provide your input. The Staff has,
as in our Water Policy Task Force meeting, suggested
some subcommittees for nenbers of the group to work
on. These are just suggestions. And you'll notice
t hat for each of the groups, an organi zation may be
menti oned nore than once, and we were just trying to
pass along the notion that you may want to participate
in nore than one of the group discussions. You're
certainly welcome to join nore than one subcomm ttee,
and all menmbers are welconme to attend any commttee

neeting. We also encourage Comm ssion nenbers to sit

in with the commttees as well, and the idea being
t hat these commttees will help us address many of the
i ssues that will need to be addressed as we devel op

bot h the conprehensive water policy and neasures, our
short -term neasures for managenent. So we are going
to be meeting this afternoon, and that gives you a
little preview

And what we're going to propose to do is have a
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report of the task force at every Conm ssion neeting,
and we'll also give the task force an update on

Comm ssion activities so there will be a |inkage

bet ween groups. And we truly are counting on the
menbers of the task force to help us in our mi ssion.
So we | ook forward to the neeting this afternoon.

Conmmi ssioner Odom | don't know if you would Iike
to say sonething. [I'mglad you could join us today.
COVM SSI ONER ODOM

| appreciate being able to be here. | planned to
be here earlier, and unfortunately, with all of the
other -- there's sonme things going on in Ag, too, that
-- all aerial applications are shut down. Beans are
bei ng turned down, and there's tons of things. And
" msorry | wasn't here at the begi nning of the
neeti ng, but thank you again.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

| " mglad you could join us. Thank you. Getting
back to the Advisory Task Force meeting, that's in
general what we are going to try to do this afternoon,
di vvy up in work groups and get going in the support
activities for the Comm ssion. | don't know if there
are any comments or questions about the task force
neeting at this point from Comm ssion nenbers or
comments? (No response.) Thank you.

Now I'd |ike to, speaking of the task force,
invite any Advisory Task Force nmenbers to make any
comment s regardi ng the discussion today on any of the
itenms, you're welconme. M ke Wascont

MR. WASCOMm
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Just to ask you to explain it again, what the
draft rules provide for public comment and public
i nput into Conm ssion decisions. For one thing |I know
that it provides for public comments at the Comm ssion
nmeetings; is that right? Does it go beyond that? In
ot her words, for witten coments and that kind of
t hing, do they go beyond that?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

' msorry, for the -- | had to switch gears.
You' re tal king about the application procedure for
desi gnation of a critical groundwater area?

MR. WASCOM

| " mtal ki ng about the draft rules. What does it
provide for public input into those decisions?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

There's a public input -- first of all, we'll
have a notice of intent to file. So the public,
menbers of the public are notified when an application
has been made. We're going to have an opportunity
when there is a hearing for the public to provide
i nput in person, and there will also be opportunities
to provide witten input as well.

MR. WASCOM

Thanks. | just wanted that clarification.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

And, M ke, if an area is declared as a critica
groundwat er area, there will also be an opportunity to
conment on the proposed managenent measures.

Any ot her task force coments or questions? (No

response.) Any public coments? |'m sorry, new
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busi ness. |Is there new business to come before the
Conmi ssi on?
COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

Question. Are mnutes prepared of these
neetings? | notice we didn't approve mnutes fromthe
| ast neeting. | know we're recording it and
everything. Are there some summary m nutes?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We'll have a transcri pt.

COVM SSI ONER ROUSSEL:

It's going to be a verbatimor just a summary
m nut es?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We can do a sunmary as well. | think we are
going to prepare -- do a sunmary; right?
MR. DUPLECHI N

We're going to prepare a summary. W're in the
process of updating our web site for the Conm ssion,
and we will post the verbatimtranscript there for
t hose that wish to download it and | ook at it, but we
will be witing up a sunmary and posting it on the web
site as soon as it is finished.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Well, no more public comments? (No response.)
l'd like to | ook at the schedule for the next meeting.
| think given the status of the proposals, we had
| ooked at a tentative date of October 15th, Monday. |
t hi nk we had.

COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

The bids are going to be submtted by October
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6t h, which is a Saturday?
MR. DUPLECHI N

The 8t h.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

The 8th? A Monday?
MR. DUPLECHI N

It would be Monday.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Does the 15th, and | know that our travelers --
the 17th? The 15th or the 17th? The 17th may be
better for a nunber of people, |I'm gathering.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

We have a hearing in Shreveport, so our court
reporter would not be avail abl e.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

On the 17th?
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

It could be early, 9:30.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We were going to try as nmuch as possible to have
an afternoon neeting to keep in m nd our travelers.
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

Woul d that give the group who are review ng the
contracts, the proposed contracts a chance, a week or
so, to have sonme basic comments regarding the bids?
| s that doabl e?

MR. DUPLECHI N

It will give some tinme.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Well, would it be nore of a meaningful Comm ssion
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neeting if we perhaps went to the next week, the 22nd,
in ternms of being able to report on progress?
COVM SSI ONER Gl VENS:

| think the 22nd, or that week, would give us a
| ot better chance to take a | ook at it.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

The afternoon of the 22nd?
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

What time?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

1:30. Okay, so -- and we'll check to see if we
can get this room W will plan on it, and we'll make
other plans if it is not avail able.

COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

Li nda Zaunbrecher. | have a question about the
representative fromthe Ground Water Management
Conmmi ssion and the representative fromthe Ground

Wat er Management Advisory Task Force. WIIl those be

selected -- will that be selected this afternoon, or
who will be the representative fromhere? WII you or
Philip or --

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

We had actually proposed, | think, Secretary Dal e
G vens, Bo Bol ourchi, and a nenber of the task force,
Charlie Demas.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER

So those -- that's done?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

That's who we were suggesting, unless --

COMM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER
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| s that something that we would vote on?
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
We're welcone to vote if you'd like to.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER:
It's not necessary. | just --
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
It's not necessary, but --
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER:
It would be good to have it in the record. So |
woul d think --
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
That's fine.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER:
| would accept the recommendati ons of Staff.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
Ckay. So a notion to accept the recomrendati on
of Staff.
COVM SSI ONER ZAUNBRECHER:
Whi ch are?
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:
VWhich is Tony Dupl echin, Jim Marchand, Dale
G vens, Bo Bol ourchi, and Charlie Demas.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:
Second.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:
M. Durrett seconds. All in favor? (Aye.) Any
opposed? (No response.) Thank you.
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:
Karen, |let nme nake one comment. Tony attended

our |l ast Sparta meeting, and we appreciated that. He
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really got me out of a bind. | appreciate it. And
we'd like to invite himto cone back to the Sparta
neet i ng.

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

When is the next one, M. Durrett?
COVM SSI ONER DURRETT:

We haven't scheduled. [|'Il let himknow | put
himon the list. And one other thing, on these -- you
keep calling these bids. These aren't bids, these are
proposals; right?

COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Proposal s, right.
MR. DUPLECHI N

Proposal s.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Thank you. Do we have a notion to adjourn?
COVM SSI ONER ASPRODI TES:

So noved.

COVM SSI ONER CEFALU:

Second.
COVM SSI ONER GAUTREAUX:

Seconded? AlIl in favor? (Aye.) Thank you.
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CERTI FI CATE
|, SUZETTE M MAGEE, Certified Court Reporter,

hereby certify that the foregoing neeting of the

do

Loui si ana Ground Water Managenment Conmm ssion was held

on September 17, 2001, in the Mneral Board Hearing
Room Bat on Rouge, Louisiana; that | did report the
proceedi ngs thereof; that the foregoing pages,

nunbered 1 through 41, inclusive, constitute a true

and correct transcript of the proceedi ngs thereof.

SUZETTE M MAGEE, CCR #93079
CERTI FI ED COURT REPORTER




